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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-113 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of group II, species 1 in the reply filed on 15 
July 2005 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 7-9 and 24-1 1 3 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 15 July 
2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 and 10-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Nakajima et 
al, US005908347A in view of Kajiwara et al, US006346038B1 . Please note figure 1 
and its description. '347 discloses first, second and third object carriers 12 positioned 
over respective first, second and third polishing surfaces 50; first second and third 
object relay devices 60 positioned between the first, second and third object carriers, 
the first object relay device including a first pivoting drive mechanism, the first pivoting 
drive mechanism being configured to pivot to and from the first and second object 
carriers about a first pivoting axis to transfer the objects from the first object carrier to 
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the second object carrier; and a second object relay device 60 positioned adjacent to 
one of the first and second object carriers, the second object relay device including a 
second pivoting drive mechanism, the second pivoting mechanism being configured to 
pivot to and from one of the first and second object carriers about a second pivoting 
axis to transfer the objects to the first object carrier or from the second object carrier. 
Further, the first and second object carriers are arranged in a first linear manner, and 
parking positions of the first and second load-and-unload cups of the first and second 
object relay devices are arranged in a second linear manner such that the first and 
second object carriers are positioned to be substantially parallel to the first and second 
load-and-unload cups positioned at the parking positions and the distance between the 
first and second object carriers is substantially equivalent to the distance between the 
parking positions. '347 also discloses an object cleaner configured to clean the 
objects, the object cleaner being positioned such that a longer side of the object 
cleaner is adjacent to a longer side of an area defined by the first and second polishing 
surfaces. Note that adjacent is defined as: not distant: nearby 1 . The longer side of the 
object cleaner is adjacent the longer side of the area of the first and second polishing 
surfaces. Further, there is a first object transport device 63 to transfer the objects to 
the first object carrier or to the second object relay device, and a second object 
transport device 63 to transfer the objects from the second object carrier. Note that 
second object relay device is positioned adjacent to the first object carrier such that the 
first object carrier is positioned between the first and second object relay devices. '347 



1 Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary copyright © 2005 by Merriam-Webster, Incorporated 
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does not explicitly disclose that the object carriers use load-and-unload cups to 
transport the objects. In a similar device, '038, figure 1 and its description, teaches the 
use of load-and-unload cups to transport objects between storage and a polishing 
device, and back to storage. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to 
have provided '347 with the load-and-unload cups taught by '038, column 2, lines 40- 
48, to provide a wafer loading/unloading device which is capable of performing 
positioning and mounting easily and in a stable manner when attaching the wafer to 
the polishing head and which can receive the polished wafer in a stable manner and 
pass it to the next step. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Other similar object processing devices are cited of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M Rachuba whose telephone number is 571-272-4493. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on 571-272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M Rachuba 
Primary Examirier 
Art Unit 3723/ / 




